If you are looking for children’s entertainment…
I believe I can be of help!
My name is Neil Sauter, and I believe I offer a great product for events
looking for family-friendly entertainment, through stilt walking, balloon
twisting and shows.
Because I don’t want to waste any of your time, I’ve made my best effort in
the following pages to include all the information you may need to make an
informed decision in regards to selecting your entertainment as well as my
contact information if you have further questions.
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Benefits of Hiring “The Michigan Stiltwalker”
High quality stilt walking, balloon twisting and children's shows
As a stiltwalker
 I have a genuine and gentle personality. As a result I know how to make people feel
comfortable and get them smiling and having fun without being corny or resorting
to slapstick. With simple magic tricks and interactive play I create strolling, spontaneous fun with crowds.
 I earned the knickname “The Michigan Stiltwalker” when I walked 830 miles across
Michigan on stilts to raise money for charity. As a result of my long-distance journey, I’m simply very good on stilts. For you that means I can dance, compete in
event races (world record holder for fastest marathon on stilts), walk in any terrain
(yes, even snow and ice), and entertain for longer hours (all day); better than other
stilt walkers in the industry. I’m proud to have been featured in Ripley’s Believe it
or Not and invited to perform live at the CBS early show as a result of my talent.
As a balloon artist
 While I’m not the best twister in MI (yet), I
can create more than 150 designs, more than
enough to delight every child who wants a specific or special balloon.
 Lines for balloons can sometimes get pretty
long and I do a good job of interacting and engaging with the line, so that the entire process
of getting a balloon is fun.
 I’ve seen other (well) paid balloon twisters
who wear gaudy pins or set out buckets, which
has the effect of making people feel obligated
to give tips and upsets quite a few vendors
(who paid for their right to collect money).
You won’t find any of those shenanigans with
me and I’m happy to give 100% of any tips I
do receive back to you.
Information about my shows can be found on
the following page
Finishing my 830 mile walk across Michigan on
stilts, an effort which raised $85,000 for charity.

Unique, entertaining and educational shows
offered by
“The Michigan Stiltwalker”
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Choose your ending – Balloon Puppet Show
Uh-oh! On his way to volunteer at a local food pantry, Rover the Dog
gets a flat tire. What will Rover do? In this interactive program children
are invited to perform as balloon characters and must help Rover develop
solutions to the problems he encounters on his way to volunteering. Emphasizes the importance of problem solving and persistence. Appropriate
for elementary audiences.
B is for Balloon
A stands for alligator, A says “ah”…..This children’s
song teaches the alphabet, sign language, and allows
each child to get a balloon animal as I make an animal
and teach the sign for all 26 letters. Popular for preschool/kindergarten ages.
Let’s build with balloons
This program starts with every participant getting their
own stash of balloons and getting lessons on basic twists and designs.
Following the lessons all participants are invited to help build a giant balloon sculpture. All ages welcome, this program gets parents involved in
the fun and is great for middle/high school ages.
ADULT PROGRAM
They used to make fun of the way I walk
As a child Neil was teased for often tripping over his own feet. Neil has
mild cerebral palsy and his legs naturally turn in. But….Neil discovered
that on stilts, where his legs are held straight, he is actually pretty coordinated. With his stilt walking talents Neil advocates for others who are
differently-abled and has raised over $90,000 for United Cerebral Palsy.

References for “The Michigan Stiltwalker”
Repeat customer Kim Hott
Marysville, OH DDA
937-243-2628
ckhott@gmail.com
Repeat customer Shannon Fender
East Jordan, MI chamber of commerce
231-536-7351
info@ejchamber.org
Repeat customer Mike Fernandez
Alpine Chocolat Haus, Boyne
City, MI
989-488-0681
mike@losfelizgroup,com
Repeat customer Michelle Denise
Bay Harbor, MI
231-439-2005
mdenise@bayharbor.com
Repeat customer Kelly Welch
Jumping Jax Bounce House, Lansing, MI
517-372-4200
Repeat customer Nija Kai
Campus Martius Park, Detroit, MI
313-399-5986
contact@detroitevents.com

“The Michigan Stiltwalker” Testimonials
Thank you so much for being a part of our Ice & Spice Festival – you were a trooper and such a
great entertainment for the kids! Thoroughly enjoyed having you here!
- Michelle Denise, Bay Harbor Ice & Spice Festival
We want to have you back more next year, we received such great feedback from our customers.
- Scott Lewis, owner Lewis Farm Market, New Era, MI
We received more compliments on you (having a water-gun fight with the kids) than anything else.
Even the traffic backed up watching you.
- Shannon Fender, East Jordan, MI freedom festival
It was such a pleasure having you here last weekend, I’ll be in touch soon about next year.
- Julie Brink, Archbold, OH chamber of commerce
I would love to have you back at the festival for 2014 - let's just put it on the calendar for Friday, Saturday and Sunday. You did an excellent job this past year and I'd like to continue to keep things going!!
- Sam Walton, Plymouth Ice Festival
Thank you for coming to talk to the kids! They really enjoyed it and are still talking about it today.
- Megan Hensrud, Paragon Elementary Teacher
So many people told me how hard you worked and how much fun the kids had. I saw you on several
occasions and you always had a line. I'm so happy we decided to pay you to come!!! Thanks for donating your tips back---everything helps us make budget!!
- Don Taylor, Adrian, MI Art-a-licious Festival
The kids just love you, they all have so much fun when you’re here, and your costume looks great.
- Kim Hott, Marysville, OH DDA

Preparing to race in the Archbold, OH 5K

“The Michigan Stiltwalker” Pricing Questions
How much do you charge?
I am most often hired at a flat rate of $500 per day, which includes up to 6 hours of stiltwalking,
balloon twisting, and shows, scheduled according to your desire, and many of those customers
add a second full day for an additional $400.
How much would it cost for a couple of hours?
That depends upon how much travel would be required,
but prices for short events are typically between $250
and $400. I almost always book by the day on Saturdays and Sundays.
How do your rates compare to similar performers?
(They never actually tell us how much they charge,
they make us go through this frustrating process of
emailing them for a quote, so that they can call and
try to pitch us before telling the cost)
Balloon twisters (of roughly equal twisting talent) typically charge about $250 per two hours.
Other stilt walkers (who aren’t as skilled) typically
charge about $350 per two hours.
So when booked by the hour my rates are comparable,
but because I am able to perform for longer periods of
time than other performers, I am happy to do so and offer my customers a better value for their entertainment
dollar.
We don’t have that much in our budget, can we get a
lower price?
If you would like me to collect tips, I would be happy to
do so to lower your cost and work on a minus-fund basis. For example, supposing I made $200 a day in tips,
your cost would be reduced to $300. Depending upon
the size and demographics of your event, and the specific requirements asked of me, I have made between
$137 ($363 cost to you) and the full $500 ($0 cost to
you) working in this manner at previous events.
When do you require pay?
Most of my customers pay me on the day of the event. Advanced payment is appreciated. Let
me know what would work best for you.

Balloon Creations from “The Michigan Stiltwalker”

An article about Neil from Cerebral Palsy Magazine
http://cerebralpalsy.org/inspiration/inspirational-messages/
pay-it-forward/
Standing tall
Reared in Blissfield, Mich., by his parents, Greg and Bev, Neil describes his case of cerebral palsy as slight. As a child, Neil
walked with a slight limp. His calve muscles are constricted causing his feet to turn inward and his heels raise when walking.
“There were times I was made fun of because of the way I walked,” he said. “I was clumsy, but it didn’t stop me from participating in athletics like football when I was growing up. If anything, the CP was sort of a blessing because I was always thankful for
what my body could do, instead of being upset about what I couldn’t do.”
His parents first considered the prospect that their son had cerebral palsy after a teacher suggested they look into it. At 15-yearsold, he attended physical therapy, wore leg braces, and underwent surgery to release tension in his ankles during his primary
school years.
He went on to receive a scholarship from Michigan Rehabilitation Services that helped him pay for college. At Grand Valley
State University, Allendale, Mich., Neil earned a Bachelors of Science in psychology. He also is just shy of obtaining a Masters
degree at Michigan State University, Lansing, Mich., in environmental science.
“I got a scholarship in college because I have cerebral palsy and I wanted to do something to pay back that money,” Neil said,
admitting he had no idea at the time on how he could make that happen.
One day, a few years before his first 800-mile stilt trek, Neil met a stilt walker at a local fair, and curiosity converged with a desire to give back.
“The silt walker showed me how they (stilts) work, and because I have a tendency to walk on my toes and not the ball of my feet,
the stilts were easy for me,” he said. “I thought to myself, ‘This is kind of like a brace. I can do this.’”
Stilt walking requires the walker to strap their feet in tightly and keep their heels grounded and straight. For Neil, that means
walking in the stilt is easier than walking on his feet.“For most people walking on stilts would be harder than regular walking,”
said Neil. “For me, I’m much more coordinated on stilts than I am on my own two feet.
“It was just like the brace I use to wear and I thought I’d probably walk pretty well in those things,” he said. “ My feet turn inward when I walk and when I’m on stilts it straps your foot in and it holds it perfectly straight. Stilts are like an accommodation,
they help me walk straighter than I would otherwise.”
It wasn’t long before he planned his first charity walk.
“The reason I chose to raise money for their charity is they provide people with disabilities loans, they provide wheelchairs, communication devices … whatever they need to be independent and to be successful,” Neil said.
“I really want to send the message that all people can rise above their challenges and that everybody deserves the accommodations they need to be independent and be successful,” Neil said. “And, also that people should stand up for what they believe in
no matter what that is.”

Thanks for taking the time to read about me... I hope I can provide the
entertainment you are looking for! - Neil

